WEEK 3: THE PROPHECY OF IMMANUEL

A 10-week Kinship Bible study leading to Christmas 

Covering the full narrative arc of the Messiah — starting with Old Testament prophecies and ending with the birth of our Lord Jesus.

· Week 3: The Prophecy of Immanuel
· Core Theme: God with us (Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6–7).
· Focus: The miraculous signs foretold hundreds of years before Christ's birth.

We are looking at two passages:
Isaiah 7:13-17
Isaiah 9:1-7

These notes go some way to unpack the dual role of the Old Testament prophecy, which has a message for those who received the original prophecy and also has a message for us today …. Well, and probably a third role for those between then and now!!

Isaiah 7:13-17 Key Connections to the Christian Gospel

1. The Miracle of Immanuel ("God with Us"): In Isaiah 7:14, the prophet declares that a young woman/virgin will conceive and bear a son named Immanuel. In the Christian gospel (specifically recorded in Matthew 1:22-23), this is fulfilled through Jesus Christ. The gospel rests on the belief that Jesus is not merely a human messenger, but God Himself ("God with us") who took on human flesh to dwell among humanity.  

2. A Sign of Divine Grace vs. Human Failure: In the immediate 8th-century BCE context, King Ahaz of Judah lacked faith and refused to trust God amidst a military crisis, instead turning to a political alliance with Assyria. Despite human distrust and failure, God graciously provides a sign of His own choosing. In Christian theology, this mirrors the gospel message: salvation is not earned through human strength, politics, or righteousness, but is a free, miraculous initiative provided by God.  

3. The Dual (Near and Far) Fulfilment:

Near fulfilment: In Isaiah's own day, the sign involved a child born soon after as proof that God would preserve the house of David and break the threat of the enemy kings of Israel and Syria.

Far (Ultimate) fulfilment: It points forward to Jesus Christ, whose virgin birth and life accomplish ultimate deliverance—not just from a political enemy, but from sin and spiritual ruin


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

How important to the story of the incarnation is the Virgin Birth?  For yourself and for others?

How much interest in, or expectation of, the Virgin birth do you think these was before Jesus was born?  
